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EXPLORING ADVANCED DEGREES AND CERTIFICATIONS

If you are considering a graduate program, an organized approach can simplify the application process and lead to ac-
ceptance into a graduate or professional degree program. When making this important decision, carefully weigh the time
commitment, financial considerations, personal adjustments, and your readiness to pursue graduate-level course work.

«+ Assess the value of a graduate degree in terms of earning potential, entry into a profession, advancement,
and competitiveness.

« Seek guidance from faculty, people in the profession, and your career counselor or industry advisor.

EXERCISE 8: MY GRADUATE SCHOOL READINESS ¢
Select one answer for each question.

1. Do | have a clear understanding of what | want to do? 6. Does the field | want to go into or the program | am
OA) Yes, | am pretty sure! interested in prefer work experience before getting an

(OB) Somewhat advanced degree?
OQ) Not really (OA) Yes,and | do have experience OR No, people tend to go

OD) 14 ‘ straight from undergraduate to graduate school in my field
o not know
(OB) ltis preferred, but | do not have experience

2. Does my ideal career require an advanced degree? (O Q) ltis required, but | do not have experience
(OA) Yes, in most cases

(OB) Sometimes
(O Q) Not usually
(OD) lam not sure

(OD) lam not sure

7.What are my motivations for going to graduate school?
(OA) lknow what | want to do, and getting an advanced de-
gree will help me achieve my goals

3. What are my plans for financing graduate school? (OB) It might help me in achieving my career goals
OA) I'have already developed a financial plan (OO0 lam not ready to enter the workforce
(OB) Ido not have afinalized plan, but | have done some O D) Ido not know what else to do

research into fellowships, scholarships, and loans
8. Have | researched the degree | want?

OA) Yes
(OB) Justallittle

(OO0 Not really
4. Am | prepared for two to seven more years of schooling? OD)

(OA) Absolutely
OB) Maybe 9. How do | feel about the subject | am going to study?
(OA) Icannot get enough of it!

OB) Itis okay
QOQ) ltis pretty dull
OD) Idon't know what subject | am going to study

(O Q) Iknow that it will be expensive, but | don’t know how |
will pay for it
(O D) I have not thought about finances at all

| do not know what degree | want yet

(OQ) Noway
(OD) I have not thought about it

5. How would | describe my time-management skills?
OA) lalways work ahead

(OB) Itend to manage my time well, though there are times 10. Can | afford to give up a full-time working salary to
when | get off track attend graduate school?
(OQ) lam a bit of a procrastinator OA) Yes, probably
(OB) Maybe

(O D) What time-management skills?
(OQ) Probably not

OD) Iam not sure
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If your answers are mostly

A - Having done your research, you have found that graduate school will improve your career prospects by making you a
stronger candidate in your field. It is recommended that you begin to look into the next steps that will prepare you to be the
best candidate possible for the programs you're interested in.

Recommended Next Steps (A)
« Visit your career and academic advisors to discuss graduate school options

« Speak with faculty in your department to find the best program for you

+ Research the application process for your programs

- Visit the Writing Center to discuss your writing sample and personal statement
- Take the appropriate graduate school exam

« Meet with a peer career advisor to discuss your resume or CV

B - It is unclear whether graduate school is the right fit for you. If you conduct some more research, you should be able to
form a clearer idea. Consider everything, from whether you possess the commitment to your subject to be in school for
another two to seven years to whether you can afford graduate school right now. You may consider taking a few years off
before graduate school to get some hands-on experience in your field.

C - Graduate school may not be the best fit for you right now. Consider your other options. Have you looked into internships
or full-time positions in your field? Take the time to plot out your possible career routes, both with and without graduate
school, to determine which path will be the best fit for you.

D - You likely do not have enough information right now to decide whether graduate school is right for you. Because you
have not yet done much research into graduate school, that may be a good place to start. You should consider looking more
into the requirements for your ideal career field, as well as information about specific graduate programs you may be inter-
ested in. Upon doing some additional research, reflect on what you've learned about yourself and again assess whether or
not graduate school will be beneficial to you.

Recommended Next Steps (B, C, D)
+ See a career counselor or industry advisor

+ Speak with faculty or academic advisors in your major
- Find a professional in your field to find out more about the pros and cons of going to graduate school
« Browse petersons.com to learn about potential schools and programs

« Register for UNIV 421 College to Graduate School

Adapted from quibblo.com/quiz/cOWgnNx/Am-I-Ready-For-Grad-School

CAREER READINESS GUIDE 35

4344940 Y NHY3


http://petersons.com
http://quibblo.com/quiz/c0WqnNx/Am-I-Ready-For-Grad-School

	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	Know Yourself: Self-assessment Summary
	Exercise 6: Making Decisions 
Think about difficult decisions you have made, and check the items that have worked in the past:
	Know Yourself: Decision-making Style 
	Exercise 4: WHAT I KNOW AND CAN DO 
	Know Yourself: Skills
	Exercise 5: My Social Identities 
	Know Yourself: Social Identity
	Exercise 3: Values Checklist 
	Know Yourself: Values
	Explore Degree Options
	exercise 7: MAJOR TO CAREER ANALYSIS 
	Exploring Advanced Degrees and Certifications

	explore careers
	Exploring Careers through Career Conversations

	How to Use Your Degree
	Gain Experiences
	Career Success Starts at Mason
	THE Experience Employers Want
	Maximize Your Experiences to Positively
Impact Your Career Outcomes
	Navigate Your Job and Internship Search
	Exercise 1: My Job/Internship Target  
	Exercise 2: My Network and Career Advisory Board 
	Identify Opportunities Online

	Market Yourself
	Promoting Your Brand IN DOCUMENTS
	Make Your Applications Robot-Proof
	Key Words for Resume Preparation—Action Verbs
	How to Describe Your Language Skill Proficiency
	Federal Government-Style Resume 
	How to Describe Your Part-Time Experience
	Exercise 1: T-Chart for Analyzing Position Descriptions 
	Accomplishment Statements 
	EXERCISE 2: My Experience Statements 
	Cover Letters
	Other Letters
	References

	Promoting Your Brand Online
	Promoting your brand in-person
	Networking Events
	Prepare for the Career Fairs and Other Networking Events
	dress to impress
	YOUR PERSONAL PITCH
	PREPARE FOR THE EVENT
	Panel Discussions: Getting the Most out of Attending
	FOLLOW UP AFTER EVENTS
	Career Conversations 
	Interview 
	Exercise 3: Practice Behavioral Interviewing
	Practice Behavioral Interviewing
	SAMPLE CHRONOLOGICAL FORMAT RESUME  
	SAMPLE CONTEMPORARY STUDENT    
	SAMPLE CURRICULUM VITA (CV)
	SAMPLE EDUCATION RESUME 
	SAMPLE GIG ECONOMY RESUME 
	SAMPLE HUMAN SERVICES RESUME
	SAMPLE LIMITED EXPERIENCE FIRST YEAR
	SAMPLE MECHANICAL ENGINEERING RESUME 
	SAMPLE NURSING RESUME
	SAMPLE RELATED EXPERIENCE AND TECHNICAL RESUME 
	SAMPLE RELATED PROJECT RESUME 
	Cover Letter Examples 


	Radio Button 3: Off
	Radio Button 4: Off
	Radio Button 5: Off
	Radio Button 6: Off
	Radio Button 7: Off
	Radio Button 8: Off
	Radio Button 9: Off
	Radio Button 10: Off
	Radio Button 11: Off
	Radio Button 12: Off


